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Welcome from our Chair
Welcome to the HRRA newsletter. It is
designed to fill you in on what we have
been doing on your behalf and to let you
know of up and coming events.
Following the reforming of the Committee
in late 2008, our first year was spent in
finalising the Constitution, sorting out the
Accounts and getting the organisation reestablished.

Special points of
interest:
• Supper Club is returning
• Recognition for Alan
Turing
• HRRA gets Charity
Status

With the new Committee, we have held
two AGMs to bring the frequency back on
target. The last one in November was a
huge success. We had gay MP Greg
Barker opening the meeting, with closing
words by the Rother District Chair,
Councillor Martin Mooney. Writer and
broadcaster, Simon Fanshawe was the
fabulous guest speaker and we all
enjoyed the following disco.

We have joined several forums with local
decision making bodies, including:
 Community Cohesion Group
 Safer Hastings Partnership
 Hastings Community Network
 Link
 Two Sussex Police Forums
 Victim Support Hate Crime
 Health & Social Care Advisory Group.
We plan to publish this newsletter on a
regular basis to keep you up to date with
events, issues and progress we make
with local decision making bodies. We
aim to raise the profile of LGBT people
and have already made some progress.

Police Chaplains
“We call upon evangelical congregations to welcome and accept sexually active homosexual people, but
to do so in the expectation that they will come in due course to see the need to change their lifestyle in
accordance with biblical revelation and Orthodox Church teaching...” ‘Faith, Hope and Homosexuality’,
guidance to Pastors of the Evangelical Church.

When Sussex Police appointed a
Chaplain for Bexhill and Hastings from
the Evangelical Church, HRRA voiced its
concern to the Police at his ability to
value and affirm members of the LGBT
community when offering them pastoral
care.

 Chaplains to sign up to Sussex Police
Statement of Values

Several letters and months later, initially
refusing to meet us or recognise any of
our concerns, we were invited to a
meeting at Sussex Police HQ.

A member of the meeting was heard to
liken the position of Sussex Police in
relation to some aspects of LGBT issues
as still in ‘Dixon of Dock Green days’ –
we think there is still some way to go! If
you want more information contact Jackie
on info@hrra.org.uk

Did we achieve anything?
 Police to attempt to widen the
denominational base of Chaplains
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 HRRA to meet with Chaplains, join
Police External Reference Group and
possibly be involved in Chaplain
recruitment.
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Re-launch of Supper Club
17th April 2010
Yippee! The highly successful Supper Club is to be
re-launched and will include a Lunch Club as well.
The Supper Club was started by Maggie Hawke and an
early venues included a small bohemian café called
Planet Janet near Morrisons. Janet, the owner, cooked
delicious meals in the open kitchen
whilst downing the odd Guinness.

Taking over from the superb job done by Pam and Sandra, new Committee members, Julia Parsons and Nadine
West, are working to re-launch the Supper Club. We
have done a survey of various options. Most popular is a
dinner on Saturday evenings. We will, however, be holding weekday lunches as well as singles events from time
to time.
We plan to organise lunches and dinners, some cheap and cheerful and
others more up market. Not just in
Hastings, but across the Rother area.

Sandra Moore-Morris and Pam
Shallcrass then took over and the
venue later changed to Eat@ in
Claremont, where the numbers
peaked at 45 and home cooked dinners were on the menu. We had
some super fancy dress events here,
especially one Christmas. Unfortunately, numbers dwindled and the
Supper Club ceased a couple of
years ago.

We are having a trial lunch at St
Clements restaurant in St Leonards on
Thurs 25th March. The Supper Club
re-launch will be on 17th April at
Dusty’s in Robertson Street, Hastings.
Booking essential at supperclub@hrra.org.uk or call Julia on
07505 819344

HRRA Achieves Charity Status
As our annual income was over £5000 per annum, we
had the opportunity to register as a charity with the
Charity Commission.
This is not the simple process that it
used to be as the Commission are very
careful about who qualifies these days. It
was necessary to make amendments to
our constitutional objects in order to be
seen as a fully charitable organisation.

There are large charitable funders in the U.K. who once
you are a registered charity will consider applications for
funding support but would not give funds to non
registered organisations.

Being a registered
charity gives a certain
credibility to our work

What are the benefits and why did we
bother?

As a charity we can register for the
reclamation of income tax on any
donation by a tax paying patron or
sponsor.
There are certain areas where we would
not have to pay VAT, such as
advertising.

Community Forums
It is a key part of HRRA’s role to raise awareness of the
needs of LGBT people locally through representation on
various forums. Committee members regularly attend a
number of groups and forums to ensure the needs of
LGBT people are not overlooked, misunderstood or
marginalised.
We aim to raise the profile, educate and influence policy
on forums including the Older People’s Housing and
Support Group and the Inclusion Advisory Group, as well
as those mentioned in the Chair’s welcome. We also
feed into the Putting People First social care agenda.
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On the Community Cohesion Steering Group, for
example, an HRRA committee member has ensured that
LGBT people are mentioned under reporting hate crime
in the Hastings Council online welcome pack to new
residents.
We urged for there to be more images of same-sex
couples on this site. One aim of this group is to form
connections between different groups in the community,
for example through social and cultural events; we aim to
ensure LGBT people are included in these.
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Alan Turing— Gay man before his time
Alan Turing is recognised as the founder of computer
science. He was a brilliant mathematician, codebreaker
and philosopher, who grew up in St Leonards.
At Bletchley Park he cracked the German
Enigma code during WWII. He created
the first computer, the Turing Machine
and developed the concept of computer
software.

We met with Hastings Museum and Art Gallery to discuss
the possibility and received a positive response, albeit
with a long lead time. Another meeting is planned in
April...watch this space for updates.
We also have had some discussions
with local councilors about recognising
Alan Turing. There is an opportunity
to name part of the new University
Centre of Hastings or the Sussex
Coastal College in his honour.

Openly gay he went to trial in 1952 and
rather than go to prison, he was clinically
castrated—leading to his suicide in 1954.

We believe this is an excellent way to
encourage positive attitudes about
LGBT people locally.

Recently, Gordon Brown apologised for
the inhumane way he was treated, saying
that Turing’s contribution helped turn the
tide of war.

It is one of the ways HRRA is
supporting and representing our
community.

We wanted to recognise his
achievements by the permanent
acknowledgement of a Blue
Commemorative plaque on his childhood home in
Charles Road.

Ambrose and Nadine

Hastings & Rother Gay Helpline re-launch
Hastings and Rother Gay Helpline was started in 1987 by
a group of volunteers. It was difficult to get the service
advertised because of homophobia, that is why the title
of ‘Hastings Befrienders’ was used.
Thankfully we have moved on from those times and we
have greater freedom and are more accepted and have
recent legislation on hate crime to offer some protection.
We have incorporated the facility to report homophobic
hate crime, which means we can take on a supportive
role for someone who has been subject to homophobic
hate crime.

There was a re-launch of the Help Line in November
which gave some worthwhile publicity and was supported
by the attendance of public figures, a marked difference
to the earlier days when we had to remain almost
hidden....the great and the good are seeking us out.
The helpline is run by volunteers (which we need more
of), and operates live on a Wednesday evening between
7 and 9. Otherwise there is an ansaphone service.
Tel 01424 444777 Ambrose (Volunteer and Chair of Gay
Helpline)

Older Peoples Training Day
On the 16th October 2009 HRRA conducted a
training event for service providers from the
private, statutory and voluntary sector who are
providing services to older people in Hastings
and Rother.
The training was delivered by Antony Smith of
Age Concern England, and a cross section of
20 people attended the event. The purpose of
this training was to inform service providers of
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“Great to work
with such a
diverse group”

the needs of LGBT people who are older and
how to work with them to deliver services that
are appropriate and needs sensitive.
The course was fully attended and feedback
from participants was good. We are
researching funds for future training in this
area.
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Trustees are drawn from members of HRRA by nomination.
There are currently vacancies and we are under represented by
younger people, people from Transgender and also Black and
Minority Ethnic communities.
Current Trustees/Officers:
Les Tostevin

Chair

Jackie Langley

Vice Chair

Mary Benton

Secretary

Ben Sallows

Treasurer

Dave Burke
Charles Neal

Working to support the
LGBT local community

Diana Nichols
Ambrose O’Boyle
Julia Parsons

Website is
www.hrra.org.uk

Nadine West
If you are interested in joining us please contact Les on
info@hrra.org.uk

Forthcoming events
HRRA Events
Lunch and Supper Club

Regular Events

Lunch Club at St Clements, Mercatoria, St Leonards on
Thursday 25th March, 2 courses £10, 3 courses £13.50
plus service. BOOKING ESSENTIAL at
supperclub@hrra.org.uk or phone Julia on 07505 819344

Every Sunday - Hastings & Rother Gay & Lesbian
Social Group will be meeting from 1pm at the Azur
Bistro, Marina, St. Leonards on Sea (downstairs, sea
level entrance). Snacks are available, and from 12pm a
roast meal can be purchased for £5-95.

Supper Club Re-launch at Dusty’s, Robertson Street,
Hastings on Saturday 17th April. Two courses for £12.50
BOOKING ESSENTIAL at supperclub@hrra.org.uk or
phone Julia on 07505 819344

Walks
It is hoped that starting in the Spring we will arrange
HRRA walks. These will be on a Sunday morning,
initially lasting about one hour and ending up at a pub.
The first walk is likely to be at Rye Harbour.

2nd Monday of the month - HRRA Women’s Book
Group in Hastings. We will be reading books chosen by
members from the whole range of lesbian literature –
novels, thrillers, romance, biography, history etc. Please
contact Barbara and Helen by email or phone. Email:
martinbarbara@btinternet.com Phone: 01424 44 0928
Ladies Afternoon Tea/Coffee 1st Thur of every month
3pm - 5pm. Cafe at De La Warr Pavilion, Bexhill. Come
along for some fantastic sea views & good company.
Look out for a likely looking group of 15 to 25 women….
usually found seated in the 2nd/furthest part of the cafe.
Email Jane meerkat53@hotmail.co.uk
24th Lesbian & Gay Film Festival at the British Film
Institute, London. 17th—31st March 2010.
bfi.org.uk/llgff. Tickets 020 7928 3232.
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