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Snippets
“Opening The Closet Door: A
Celebration of LGBT Life Stories”
Successful launch of Oral History
Project event on Saturday 18th
February at Stade Hall Hastings—
see inside for details.
Gay History: See our website
for Paul Broadhurst’s
fascinating articles on Alan
Turing and Oscar Wilde.

Out and proud for IDAHOBIT
May 17th is International Day Against
Homophobia, Biphobia and
Transphobia (IDAHOBIT). Events are
held across the world calling for respect
for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
Transgender people. This started as
the National Day Against Homophobia
in Quebec in 2003 and has spread
worldwide. May 17 th was chosen
because the date is the anniversary of
the World Health Organisation’s
decision in 1990 to remove
homosexuality from its list of mental
disorders. Transphobia was added last
year to homophobia.
The rainbow flag has been the symbol
of LGBT pride and LGBT social
movements since the 1970s. The
colours reflect the diversity of the
LGBT community. It originated in
California, but is now used worldwide.

The multicultural symbolism of the
rainbow plays a part in many myths
related to gender and sexuality.
In
2011
Hastings
Council
flew
the
rainbow flag over the
Town Hall, and will do
so again this year.
HRRA is having an
information stall and
giving out rainbow ribbons outside
Hastings Town Hall on 17th May.
Come and join us!
Rother Council is also demonstrating
its stand against homophobia and
transphobia by flying the Rainbow
flag over Bexhill Town Hall for the
first time on May 17th this year.

Justice for a genius

Alan Turing

Paul Broadhurst “If you were told
that one man’s inventions were
responsible for Britain winning World
War II’s Battle of the North Atlantic,
and the creation of the computer that
you may well use, would you be able to
name him? Here are two clues. 1) 2012
is the centenary of his birth. 2) He lived
for a time when he was a boy in St.
Leonards. The man’s name is of course
Alan Turing, and the main reason that
his name is not a household one is that
he had the misfortune to have been a
gay man at a time in our history when
for men to have sexual relationships
with other men was a criminal offence.”
HRRA supports the campaign to grant
Alan Turing an official pardon. Alan
Turing was driven to take his own life
in 1954 because of the appalling way he
was treated. He was convicted of ‘gross
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indecency’ and chemically castrated at a
time when having a sexual relationship
with another man was against the law.
Turing was just one of thousands of
men who were convicted under this
unjust law and many are still alive
today. It is not possible to put the clock
back, but it is possible to honour Alan
Turing in his centenary year with an
apology and official pardon. A pardon
would send out a clear message that the
present British Government recognises
the laws resulting in prosecution and
persecution of people for having gay
relationships were wrong. The House of
Lords have rejected a petition to pardon
Turing posthumously but the campaign
continues. We urge all readers to sign
the online petition in support of a
pardon.
epetitions.direct.gov.uk/ petitions
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Out of the closet history celebrations
HRRA launched our new History Project on 18th
February with a big event 'Out of the Closet' at
Stade Hall in Hastings. 200 local people came
along to celebrate and find out more about Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender life stories.

The evening entertainment was amusingly compered by author and comedian V.G. Lee who
read from her forthcoming novel. Local singer/
songwriter Carol Prior gave a fabulous celebratory performance of great love songs. Dungareen
Jean with Tyhurst and Bond from Brighton also
performed for us.

Kim Forward

The Mayor of Hastings, Kim Forward, opened
the event. She introduced the major theme of the
day, the importance of remembering and recording the histories of LGB&T people. The rainbow
flag was flown over the Town Hall.
We heard inspirational speakers, Mark Rowlands, on growing up gay in 1970s Sussex, Roz
Kaveney on her journey from male to female and
Julie Gilbert-King, on coming out at work in the
Fire Service. There were workshops on oral history recording and sharing memories, exhibitions
and a film screening led by Glenys Jacques.

V.G.Lee

Carol Prior

Dave Burke: “LGB&T history is a story of
struggle; struggle to obtain the same rights as all
other citizens. This event showed how far we
have come and some of the remarkable people
who have contributed to this progress- often displaying astonishing bravery when confronted
with violence, hatred and bigotry. It may have
been a cold and wet day outside, but inside the
Stade it was a warmly entertaining and a fun
event. I was particularly pleased by the support
of the community, especially with the presence
of the Mayor, and councillors Jeremy Birch and
Jay Kramer. The struggle for freedom and equality continues.”
Toni, a new HRRA member: "There was something for everyone, from old films showing snippets of gay life in the 1920s to political activists
recounting the story of their struggles in the sixties and seventies. I was amazed how much interest and entertainment was provided."

Paul Broadhurst and Roger Sweetman shared Roger’s
inspirational personal history collection documenting
lesbian and gay life in the local area.
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Help the HRRA History Project! We are now
interviewing LGB&T people about their life stories. If you would like to be involved contact
Abi or Barbara@hrra.org.uk or phone 01424
440928
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New trans group launched
A new trans group has been set up in Hastings
and welcomes all trans people who live or work
in Hastings and Rother.
Saffy Walton, one of the group’s conveners: “We
want the group to be somewhere safe for trans
people to make friends, socialise, learn, share experiences, and give each other mutual support.
We plan to have guest speakers and film screenings and any other activities that group members
request.”

Gary Rolfe
Group convener
In March the HRRA trustees met with two trans
people as a way of learning more about the issues
that trans people face and to identify how the new
group (to be called HRRAT) can be supported.
We started with a discussion of the difference between ‘sex’ and ‘gender’ with the former being
the physical characteristics and the latter being
how a person feels about their gender identity
(and also how society views it).
We also discussed the new guidelines issued by
WPATH (World Professional Association for
Transgender Health) which aim to encourage
medical and other professionals to be more accepting of what is now called Gender Dysphoria.
This is an attempt to move towards acknowledging that everyone has the right to have their gender accepted and to be assisted in achieving that.
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We talked about some of the ways that ignorance
and hostility can have a huge negative effect on the
emotional well-being of trans people, especially if
their own families are not supportive. Then the
participants shared accounts of their own attitudes
towards their gender and sexual identities and the
paths they had followed. Acknowledgement was
made of how difficult this has been for some and
also of the vast amount of ignorance and prejudice
that still exists on this subject, even amongst
LGB&T people and in the caring professions.
It was agreed that we need to concentrate on what
we all have in common both as human beings and
also as LGB&T people. The Trustees were keen to
look at how our activities can be made more transfriendly by stating that trans people are welcome to
all our social and other events.
Dave Burke, the chair of HRRA said, “We’re
delighted that local trans members have organised
this group as we believe that there is a great need
for it. Trans people are often met with ignorance
and hostility and sometimes even attacked. The
group has twelve members already and we think
these numbers will grow as it becomes better
known. We hope this will be the start of a massive
education programme to give service providers and
the public better understanding of the needs of this
strand of diversity.”
Anyone interested in getting further information or
joining the HRRAT group, please see our website
http://www.hrra.org.uk/hrrat.html or contact Gary
or Saffy by emailing hrrat@hrra.org.uk. The group
will be meeting at an accessible venue in Hastings
on the last Friday evening in each month.
Useful website for information on trans issues:
Press For Change:
http://www.pfc.org.uk
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H A S T I NG S & R O TH E R
R A I N B O W A L L I A NC E
Address
HRRA c/o Ore Community Centre
Ore Centre
455 Old London Road.
Hastings, TN35 5BH
Email: info@hrra.org.uk
Telephone: 07505 819344
Website: www.hrra.org.uk

HRRA ACTIVITIES
HRRA Walking Club

Trustees
Trustees are elected by you, the HRRA members, at the Annual
General Meeting (AGM). Current Trustees/Officers were
elected at the last AGM on 7th October 2011:
Dave Burke

Acting Chair

Mary Benton

Secretary

Ben Sallows

Treasurer

Barbara Martin

Publicity/Communications

Abigail Luthmann

Ambrose O’Boyle

Julie Eason

Julia Parsons

Les Tostevin

Gary Rolfe

Nadine West

Paul Broadhurst

Not a member yet? Do you want to join HRRA?
It is free to join! Download a membership form from our
website or email info@hrra.org.uk or write to us c/o Ore
Community Centre, or telephone us on 07505 819344

Hate crime reporting

“A walk along by the sea from Bexhill. Lunch
afterwards at the Trattoria. A great way to relax
on a Sunday and meet new friends.”

We walk between three and five miles on the 3rd
Sunday of each month, and finish up at a pub for
lunch. All LGB&T people welcome.
Contact Helen or Peggy: 01424 440928
Email: martinbarbara@btinternet.com

HRRA Oral History Project – come and share your
memories/life story!
Sat 12th May Women's workshop 10.00 to 12.00am
Sat 19th May Men’s workshop 10.00 to 12.00am
For further details/ to book a place phone Barbara
01424 440928 or email martinbarbara@btinternet.com
NEW SOCIAL GROUP
Hastings and Rother Gay Helpline are setting up a
new project for LGB&T people 50+
Meeting on last Thursday of each month, from 31st
May, 2.30-4.30pm, at Community Information Centre,
16, Silchester Rd., St. Leonards. Socials, discussions,
information, free refreshments.
Further details phone 07941 014013
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Have you been the victim of a hate crime?
If so, report it! Hate crime is any incident which may or
not constitute a criminal offence, but which you believe
to be motivated by prejudice or hate because of your
sexual orientation or gender identity.
Contact numbers for reporting: HRRA 07505 819344
or Gay Helpline 07941 014013.
Please let HRRA know about your past or present
experiences of reporting a hate crime.

Regular events
Lunch and Supper Club. Sociable meals in local restaurants.
Contact Julia@hrra.org.uk for details.
HRRA Women’s Book Group in Hastings. We meet on the
first Tuesday of the month. We read and discuss books chosen
by members from the whole range of lesbian literature – novels,
thrillers, romance, biography, history etc. New members
welcome. Contact Barbara:01424 440928
email: martinbarbara@btinternet.com
Ladies Afternoon Tea/Coffee 1st Thursday of every month
3pm - 5pm. Cafe at De La Warr Pavilion, Bexhill. Come along for
some fantastic sea views & good company. Look out for a likely
looking group of 15 to 25 women…. usually found seated in the
2nd/furthest part of the cafe. Email Jane:
meerkat53@hotmail.co.uk.
Every Sunday - Local LGBT people meet from 1pm at the Azur
Bistro, Marina, St. Leonards on Sea (downstairs, sea level
entrance). Snacks are available, and from 12pm a roast meal
can be purchased for £5-95. Open to all LGBT.

Keep up to date with all local LGBT events: Register for the
weekly “What’s On” email by contacting Pam,
email:hastingsrainbow@btinternet.com
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