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Welcome from our Chair
I hope you enjoy reading this our second
newsletter put together so ably by Julia.
Great News! Mr Graham Norton has
agreed to be a patron for the HRRA... we
were delighted to hear of his acceptance.

Jackie Langley - Vice Chair

Snippets
• Graham Norton
becomes our Patron

• Gay couple on
Welcome to Hastings
poster

In recent months apart from becoming a
registered charity, we have obtained a
National Lottery ‘Awards for all’ grant to
run two events, which Jackie will report
on later.
We were also delighted to receive a grant
from the Sussex Community Foundation
to help towards our running costs.
The new Hastings poster now features a
Gay couple, you see we do look after
your interests!!

The Trustees have all been doing a lot of
work in promoting LGBT Equalities and
Pam and Sandra have worked hard to
keep you up to date on what events are
available and other important information.
Various reports from the committee are
to be found when you read on.
Date for your diary.... Our AGM is on 13th
October evening and invitations have
been sent out. The current committee
have to stand down at the AGM and be
re-elected by the membership, there are
still vacancies for anyone who can offer
skills and time to attend meetings/events
both internally and in the community.
Les Tostevin Chair.

• Hastings Borough
Council plans to unveil
blue plaque at Alan
Turing’s home in St
Leonards. Turing’s

name could also be
used at new University
and/or College

Trans News - Equality Act 2010
The new law could help you if you are in
the process of changing your sex, already
have changed or you have simply told
someone that you are planning to
change.
Under the new law, you’ll no longer have
to be under medical supervision to be
protected from discrimination and
harassment. You mustn’t be
discriminated against or harassed at
school or by someone exercising a public
function, such as policing, because
you’ve started the process of changing
your sex.
You’ll also be protected from direct
discrimination as a result of being
associated with someone who is
transsexual, for example if you’re their
partner; or if you are discriminated
against by someone because they think
you are a transsexual, even if you aren’t.
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In addition, you’ll also be protected from
indirect discrimination, where a rule,
policy or practice particularly
disadvantages transsexual people and
can’t be justified, and from discrimination
as a guest or member in a private club.
The full guidance can be seen at
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/pdf/401727_GEO
_EqualityLaw_Rights_acc.pdf)

About 10 years ago, Teresa (one of
HRRA’s trustees) was a founding member
of a Brighton-based self-help group for
trans people.
If you identify as
trans/transsexual/transgender and would
be interested in forming a similar group in
Hastings & Rother, please email
teresa@hrra.org.uk or write to her at
HRRA, c/o Hastings Voluntary Action, 31a
Priory Street, Hastings, TN34 1EA
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Equalities Forum
In February HRRA, with Hastings LGBT Wellbeing group,
held a successful forum attended by Peter Tatchell, the
human rights campaigner, and Michael Foster, local MP
at the time, to debate progress on LGBT equalities
legislation. The day was chaired by Charles Neal, HRRA
trustee and Chair of the Wellbeing Group.
Researchers from Brighton
University presented community
based research and development
work reported in ‘Count Me In, Too’.
Ninety forum participants worked in
groups to discuss specific services
locally such as Health, Housing,
Safety and Crime.
Within three days of the forum,
Hastings Borough council had
changed its Charter Statement to
include LGBT communities and their
needs. The local Labour group in

the council had also reworded their plan for the future to
include issues of great concern to us.
Follow up meetings have been held with decision makers
from Hastings & Rother, HRRA and Brighton University
and others. This has generated some research projects
as well as the drafting of local action plans to carry this
valuable equalities work forward.
Everyone involved feels that there is a
new wave of excitement which has
been encouraged by these events.
There is a lot of fresh energy to ensure
that local goods and services are
improved for the LGBT communities.
Anyone interested in getting involved is
invited to contact Dave Burke at
counselling.hastings@yahoo.com or Dr
Kath Browne of Brighton University at
K.A.Browne@brighton.ak.uk.

HRRA Lunch and Supper Club
We re-launched the Supper Club at St Clement’s in St Leonards in March with a delicious two course lunch.
As the idea is to vary the types of meals and venues, we then tried Dusty’s in Hastings for a supper in April. The venue
was lovely, done out like the Moulin Rouge. However, the food and service could have been better.
June saw us trying out a bar/café in Bexhill for a Tapas night, with background guitar music. It just goes to show that
some people you cannot please - feedback said ‘not good value’ yet the Spanish Omelette was only £1.50! We then
went to the Webbe’s the Fish Café in Rye in September for very successful lunch and the next Supper Club is at Azur
in St Leonards on November 5th.

HRRA Book Club
Our Lesbian Book Club has now been up and running for
nearly a year. We have a thriving group and enjoy
reading books chosen by members from the whole range
of lesbian literature – novels, thrillers, biography, history
etc.
We borrow sets of books from Hastings library free of
charge and we meet once a month to discuss a book we
have read, and swop recommendations for reading. We
also have an HRRA book box full of lesbian books
available to borrow. We meet in a member’s home and
have a drink, nibbles and chat, as well as an (informal)
discussion about our book of the month.
One of our aims is to get more lesbian books and books
by lesbian authors into the local libraries. East Sussex
librarians have been very helpful in supporting our
efforts, and have bought a lot of new lesbian stock.
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We were thrilled to have sets of ‘Patience and Sarah’ by
Isobel Miller, ‘Oranges Are Not The Only Fruit’ by
Jeanette Winterson and ‘Carol’ by Patricia Highsmith in
brand new paperback editions, and a set of ‘Night
Watch’ by Sarah Waters. Other books we have enjoyed
are ‘Trumpet’ by Jackie Kay and ‘Wild Hearts’, a
collection of short stories that includes some by a
member of our group.
Hastings Library have organised several LGBT evening
events this year. One featured our very own Val Lee,
who read from her new novel in progress. The most
recent event was at Lewes Library and featured the
lesbian author Stella Duffy, who was pleased to meet a
‘posse’ of us from HRRA.
Details of meetings on back page. Anyone interested in
running a Gay Book Club, please contact
info@hrra.org.uk.
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Hastings & Rother Gay Helpline
At the Gay Helpline AGM on the 18th July at The Azur,
around 35 people attended. Graham Hill from Victim
Support gave an update on homophobic hate crime and
although reporting of homophobic crime is increasing,
there is a lot that isn’t reported.
The services contract for Victim Support ends in March of
2011 and the ESCC are currently reviewing it. It is hoped
that people from the LGBT community
will contribute to this review either by
attending one of the relevant group
reviews, responding to the online review
or volunteer to be interviewed by
telephone about the service or the lack
of it.
The service offers a facility to report
homophobic hate crime and there are
three trained advocates in support.
However more volunteers are needed
as well as guidance on developing a
website.

We also had an interesting presentation by Dean
Morrison on the life and times of Alan Turing and he was
able to give us some insight to this very important gay
man’s life and his achievements.
The helpline is in its 23rd year and it has offered a silent
witness for the LGBT community only surviving through
the dedication of a small band of volunteers. Because of
the many changes, especially the
legislation that supports LGBT
lifestyles and acknowledges that
we exist with rights like other
citizens, this has changed how
we go about organising our lives
and gives us greater challenges
to sustain this freedom.

Ambrose O’Boyle, Chair of Gay Helpline and HRRA Trustee

The helpline is answered live on
Wed evening between 7 and 9
and there is an answerphone
service at other times and the
messages are checked at regular
intervals.

Awards for All Lottery Events
HRRA was lucky enough to be awarded funding to put on
two events over the next few months. The first will
provide two half days of training to Adult Social Care staff
and their partners from the voluntary sector who are
joining them in implementing the Government’s ‘Putting
People First’ agenda. Called ‘Coming Out’, the aim of the
sessions is to help front line and strategic planning staff
to recognise the fears, needs and aspirations of LGBT
people who seek support from Adult Social Care.

The second event is for LGB and T people and is a date
for your diary. On the afternoon of Saturday 26 February
2011 we will be staging a celebratory extravaganza
entitled ‘Out and Proud’: A Celebration of Lesbian, Gay,
Bi and Trans Active Citizens. This event is all about
enabling LGB and T people to feel more confident about
playing a full part in their community. There will be stalls
from organisations welcoming LGBT people as members
or volunteers, a free buffet, pay bar, films, music from the
Rainbow Chorus and much more.

Out in the Community and Community Forums
HRRA have been raising awareness,
giving out information and reaching
out to isolated members of our
community by having stalls at the
International Womens Day at Sussex
Coast College, St Leonards Festival
and Bexhill College. The Stonewall
poster “Some People Are Gay – Get
Over It” particularly attracted positive
attention.
Committee members have advised a
wide range of forums of the needs of
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our members. We aim to ensure
results of surveys into policies of local
sheltered housing and residential care
homes are taken on board. The
Welcome to Hastings poster now
advertises civil partnership ceremonies
at the Town Hall with a photo of a
same-sex couple.

Mary Benton at Bexhill College

HRRA has been working with LINK on
mental health and within the
Community Network to maintain the
profile on LGBT issues.

HASTINGS & ROTHER RAINBOW ALLIANCE

c/o 31a Priory Street
Hastings
TN34 1EA

Phone: 07505 819344
Email:info@hrra.org.uk

Trustees are drawn from members of HRRA by nomination.
There are currently vacancies and we are under represented by
younger people, people from Transgender and also Black and
Minority Ethnic communities.
Current Trustees/Officers:
Les Tostevin

Chair

Jackie Langley

Vice Chair

Mary Benton

Secretary

Ben Sallows

Treasurer

Dave Burke
Charles Neal (Stepped down September 2010)

Working to support the
LGBT local community
Patron: Graham Norton

Diana Nichols

Abigail Luthmann

Ambrose O’Boyle

Teresa Fowler

Julia Parsons

Website is
www.hrra.org.uk

Nadine West
If you are interested in joining us please contact Les on
info@hrra.org.uk

Forthcoming events
HRRA Events

Regular Events/Information

AGM 13th October at Azur, 7pm for 7.15pm start.

Every Sunday - Hastings & Rother Gay & Lesbian
Social Group meet from 1pm at the Azur Bistro,
Marina, St. Leonards on Sea (downstairs, sea level
entrance). Snacks are available, and from 12pm a roast
meal can be purchased for £5.95.

Lunch and Supper Club
Next Supper Club November 5th at Azur, two courses for
£15, plenty of parking next to restaurant. BOOKING
ESSENTIAL at supperclub@hrra.org.uk or phone Julia
on 07505 819344.
Walks
We are in the process of designing and organising walks.
The first one will probably be in October. They will be
three types - short, medium and long and will be held on
Sundays, possibly fortnightly.
Volunteering at your Library

NB This is an independent group organising social
events separately from the HRRA Supper Club.
On 2nd Tuesday of the month - HRRA Women’s Book
Group in Hastings. We read books chosen by members
from the whole range of lesbian literature – novels,
thrillers, romance, biography, history etc. Please contact
Barbara and Helen by email or phone. Email:
martinbarbara@btinternet.com Phone: 01424 440928

You can meet new people, learn new skills and give
something back to your community. Examples of
opportunities include: Home Library Service volunteer;
Computer buddy; Mobile library champions and Local
studies volunteer.

Ladies Afternoon Tea/Coffee 1st Thursday of every
month 3pm - 5pm. Cafe at De La Warr Pavilion, Bexhill.
Come along for some fantastic sea views & good
company. Look out for a likely looking group of 15 to 25
women…. usually found seated in the 2nd/furthest part of
the cafe. Email Jane meerkat53@hotmail.co.uk.

Call Abi Luthmann on 01273 335383 or email
abigail.luthmann@eastsussex.gov.uk

Hastings Advice & Representation Centre provides
benefits advice on 01424 428375 or www.harcuk.com.
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