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Snippets
Come to our AGM on 9th
November - see back
page for details.
Look on our Facebook
page for lots of info on
LGBT local events and
activities.
Facebook/Hastings and
Rother Rainbow Alliance

Rainbow flag over
Bexhill Town Hall

Proud to fly the rainbow flag
May 17th was International
Day against Homophobia,
Biphobia and Transphobia
(IDAHOBIT) and HRRA took
the lead in celebrating and
raising awareness in Hastings
and Rother.
The rainbow flag is a symbol
of LGBT pride and the colours
reflect the diversity of LGBT
communities.
A rainbow flag flew over Bexhill
Town Hall for the first time on
17th
May,
in
support of
IDAHOBIT. Malcolm Johnston,
Rother District Council Director of
Resources and Debbie Peters,
Rother Equalities Officer, met
outside the Town Hall with
members
of
the
Rainbow
Alliance.
Malcolm Johnston: "As a council
it is important to show our support
for this event and to affirm we are
there for all our residents”.
Mary Benton, HRRA Secretary:
“Even though we've come a long
way,
discrimination
against
lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender people (LGBT) still
exists. Many LGBT people have
to deal with homophobic or
transphobic harassment or verbal
abuse and some have been
physically attacked just for being
who they are. We are pleased
that
Rother
Council
are
supporting IDAHOBIT by flying
the rainbow flag.”
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A rainbow flag flew for the 2nd year
over Hastings Town Hall and HRRA
held a stall outside Priory Meadow.
We displayed information about
LGBT rights worldwide and gave out
rainbow ribbons. Helen Fletcher,
HRRA
volunteer:
“We
were
delighted to have so many positive
comments from passersby. We
signed up new members and people
told us about their LGBT friends and
relatives.” The event was attended
by council leader Jeremy Birch, Cllrs
Jay Kramer, Kim Forward and
Trevor Webb.
Cllr Jay Kramer said in her speech
“We are proud to have the Rainbow
Flag flying over the town hall which
symbolises our commitment as a
council to the promotion of equality
for the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
Trans community in Hastings & St
Leonards. It is only 22 years since
the World Health Organisation
decided to remove homosexuality
from its list of mental disorders,
which is why this day is so important
internationally to respect the LGBT
community and to ensure that
discrimination is eliminated.”
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Alan Turing Commemoration
Paul Broadhurst: On Saturday 23rd June it
was the centenary of the birth of Alan Turing,
the father of computer science, whose World
War II work on the cracking of the German
Enigma coding machine played a pivotal role
in achieving the Allied victory. To mark the
anniversary, and in recognition of Alan
Turing’s work a blue plaque was unveiled that
afternoon on Baston Lodge, Upper Maze Hill,
St. Leonards where he lived for eight years
until the age of fourteen, and I represented
HRRA at the ceremony. The ceremony began
with Cllr. Peter Chowney, the Council’s
deputy leader making a speech in which he
described Alan Turing as being one of the most
remarkable people ever to have lived, and his
early death, at the age of forty-two, as a
tragedy.

Alan Turing was gay when it was a criminal offence for men to have homosexual relationships,
and the chemical castration and persecution that
he endured after being prosecuted is believed to
have led to him committing suicide by ingesting
cyanide poison. Cllr. Chowney said that it seems
quite incredible that homosexuality should have
been treated by means of hormone treatment as
recently as the 1950’s, and said that he believed
Alan Turing should be pardoned. At the
conclusion of a fitting tribute, Mayor Alan
Roberts unveiled the plaque.

Trans Group News
Saffy: Meeting on the last Friday of the month in Hastings, the HRRA Trans group continues to gain
members. Discussing various topics, sharing experience and knowledge in a friendly and informal
environment over tea and biscuits, HRRAT members are diverse and have a real spirit of friendliness
and support. Meetings are limited to members although the socialising afterwards (always at a
friendly venue) is more open. We plan to have guest speakers on topics such as hate crime,
electrolysis, and endocrinology. Most HRRAT members meet up between meetings and we have
been made very welcome at other HRRA events including ‘Before Stonewall’, Azur lunches, the
supper club, and the walking group. If you are interested in coming to the group email Gary or Saffy
at hrrat@hrra.org.uk
Donald: Gary and I braved the Sunday traffic on the A21 and M25 on Sunday 9 th September to
attend the 14th AGM of the Gender Identity Research and Education Society (GIRES) in Ashtead. As
befits a former Accounts Examiner for that charity, I formally proposed adoption of the Report and
Accounts, complimenting the GIRES Trustees on their financial performance. The formalities over,
the attendees who represented a wide cross section of the Trans community including medical
practitioners, enjoyed either a Trans Health presentation or a Family Support Workshop. Gary and I
were at the former which was most informative regarding the proposed Guidelines for medical
support and treatment in England. Members were reminded of the increasing numbers of persons
presenting to medical practitioners with Gender Dystrophic symptoms but were informed that the
NHS seems not to have the current resources to deal with this. The GIRES Trustees urged those
present to continue lobbying the medical profession for improved facilities. The plenary session
brought a surprisingly strong exchange of opinions on the rights and wrongs of self-medication
before the meeting closed with the Trustees’ exhortation to celebrate diversity. This was a stimulating
afternoon where it was once more good to see family members supporting trans people and ended
with the now celebrated top class refreshments.
Registered Charity number : 1134091
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HRRA vision for the future
Dave Burke: Your committee met for a half
day in August to review the progress of
HRRA and to plan for the future. It was an
exciting event with lots of ideas being sparked,
lots of energy and lots of work to be done to
take the vision forward!
Some of the key points were:
Plans to increase our membership (currently
up to 317).
Raising our profile and awareness of needs of
LGBT people locally.
Fundraising - including some more fun social
events to be organised by a new group
within HRRA.
Tackling Hate Crime by increasing the
reporting levels and pressuring the police
to deal with the issue more effectively.
Supporting young LGBT people and
initiatives to increase their involvement.
Recognising and supporting difference by
continuing to encourage and develop our
trans group.
Continuing with our successful activities
such as the History Project, supper club,
walking group and social programme.
The possibility of having male and female
joint chairs to reflect the equality we
want to promote throughout our
activities.

Interested in LGBT Issues?
Would you like to join a group of forward-looking,
positive people?
Hastings and Rother Rainbow Alliance is looking
for new people both to join the committee and to
take responsibility for particular tasks, either way
you’ll help take the organisation forward.
We are looking for dynamic LGBT people
including those who prefer doing support work
rather than committee work.
You may have an interest in health or mental
health, fundraising, organising events or training,
or have other relevant skills.
Or you may prefer to get involved in activities such
as organising social events or helping on stalls.
Fill in the nomination form on the HRRA website
if you wish to join the committee.
If you would like to discuss first, contact Dave
Burke, the current chair, on 07505 819344 or
info@hrra.org.uk
HRRA is YOUR organisation!
HRRA stall at
Egerton Park Fun
Day. Children
enjoyed drawing
rainbow pictures.

Celebrating our lives
The HRRA History project goes from strength to strength. Our team of volunteer
interviewers are recording life histories and we are planning an exhibition.
We held a free screening of ‘Before Stonewall’ at Electric Palace Cinema in August. This was
followed by an animated discussion, highlighting how important it is to end discrimination against
LGBT people, and the need for young people growing up today to have support and places to meet
when they choose to come out. Ambrose O’Boyle spoke for many of us when he said “I found
myself thinking it is a pity that I didn’t have the chance to be a gay person from the moment I
realised that I was and how different my life would be today had I had that opportunity.”
The History Project needs you! We need to preserve our LGBT life stories!
Could you help as a volunteer interviewer? We provide training. Could you help by giving us an
interview? You can be use a pseudonym if you prefer. Could you help with exhibition materials or
photos? Contact Abi@hrra.org.uk or Barbara@hrra.org.uk
Registered Charity number : 1134091

Patron - Graham Norton

H A S T I NG S & R O TH E R
R A I N B O W A L L I A NC E
Address

Trustees

HRRA c/o Ore Community Centre

Trustees are elected by you, the HRRA members, at the Annual
General Meeting (AGM). Current trustees:

Ore Centre

Dave Burke

Acting Chair

455 Old London Road.

Mary Benton

Secretary

Hastings, TN35 5BH

Ben Sallows

Treasurer

Email: info@hrra.org.uk
Telephone: 07505 819344
Website: www.hrra.org.uk

Barbara Martin

Publicity/Communications

HRRA ACTIVITIES
HRRA Walking Club

Abigail Luthmann

Ambrose O’Boyle

Julie Eason

Julia Parsons

Les Tostevin

Gary Rolfe

Nadine West

Not a member yet? Do you want to join HRRA?
It is free to join! Download a membership form from our
website or email info@hrra.org.uk or write to us c/o Ore
Community Centre, or telephone us on 07505 819344

Hate crime reporting

“A lovely walk in July along by the sea and
into Coombe Valley Nature Reserve. A great
way to relax and meet new friends.”

We walk between three and five miles on the
3rd Sunday of each month, and finish up at a
pub for lunch. All LGB&T people welcome.
Contact Barbara: 01424 440928
Email: martinbarbara@btinternet.com

HRRA AGM Friday 9th November
This will be an enjoyable night out as well as
a chance for members to support HRRA.
It will be in The Bistro room, Azur Restaurant,
Marina, St Leonards on Sea.
6.45 for 7 pm start.
Free Buffet and live Entertainment.
Bar and Disco.

Have you been the victim of a hate crime?
If so, report it! Hate crime is any incident which may or
not constitute a criminal offence, but which you believe
to be motivated by prejudice or hate because of your
sexual orientation or gender identity.
Contact numbers for reporting: HRRA 07505 819344
or Gay Helpline 07941 014013.
Please let HRRA know about your past or present
experiences of reporting a hate crime.

Regular events
Lunch and Supper Club. Sociable meals in local restaurants.
Contact: supperclub@hrra.org.uk for details.
HRRA Women’s Book Group in Hastings. We meet on the
first Tuesday of the month. We read and discuss books chosen
by members from the whole range of lesbian literature – novels,
thrillers, romance, biography, history etc. New members
welcome. Contact Barbara:01424 440928
email: martinbarbara@btinternet.com
Ladies Afternoon Tea/Coffee 1st Thursday of every month
3pm - 5pm. Cafe at De La Warr Pavilion, Bexhill. Come along for
some fantastic sea views & good company. Look out for a likely
looking group of 15 to 25 women…. usually found seated in the
2nd/furthest part of the cafe.

Free car parking after 6pm in the Council car
park next door. Bistro is on the lower seaside
and has disability access with a ramp from
car park. It is the second door from car park.

Every Sunday - Local LGBT people meet from 1pm at the Azur
Bistro, Marina, St. Leonards on Sea (downstairs, sea level
entrance). Snacks are available, and from 12pm a roast meal
can be purchased for £5-95. Open to all LGBT.

Anyone who would like to attend please email
agm@hrra.org.uk or ring or write to HRRA.

Keep up to date with all local LGBT events: Register for the
weekly “What’s On” email by contacting Pam,
email:hastingsrainbow@btinternet.com
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