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Where do we go now?
Dave Burke has
taken up the post
of Acting Chair of
HRRA. Here he
reflects on the
work to be done.

For example why is there so little
reported homophobic hate crime? It’s
difficult to believe this represents
the reality. What are the needs of
young people many of whom seem to
inhabit a culture of homophobic
bullying in so many schools and
colleges? There’s a continuing job to
be done and I hope that you will
support us in this work. In this
context, I welcome very much the
LGB&T history project being run by
two of our trustees. Without
knowing our history, how can we
know who we are now? Or where we
want to go? Finally, I want to pay
tribute to our past chair, Di, and to
our past and current trustees for
their amazing work which makes a
difference to so many lives.

Equalities Survey: Take part in this
important online survey to improve
services for LGBT people locally.
See opposite for details.

It’s useful every now and then for an
organisation like HRRA to check out if
we’re going in the right direction. We’re
dedicated to supporting individuals and
seem to do this mainly by attending
meetings with organisations! These
include the police, local councillors and
so on where we try to build contacts
and influence policy. We’ve had
considerable success over the last year,
symbolised for me by the flying of the
Rainbow flag over Hastings Town Hall.
Yet there is so much still to do and the
price of LGB&T equality is eternal
vigilance.

HRRA Facebook page: Checkout
our Facebook page and post your
likes and comments. Lots of info
please go to our website and link in!

Are your needs being met?

Snippets
“Opening The Closet Door: A
Celebration of LGBT Life Stories”
Join us at our exciting Oral History
event on Saturday 18th February at
Stade Hall Hastings—see inside for
details.

On November 5th local LGBT people
attended an Equalities Forum at
Azur.

Mary Benton speaks
at Equalities Forum

We were informed by service providers
how much they had “done for us lately”,
in line with their obligations under the
Equality Act 2010. Those attending
included Sussex police, East Sussex
County Council, Hastings and Rother
Childrens Services and Hastings
Borough Council.. Mary Benton from
HRRA, opening the event, said “The
aim is to make clear what LGBT
communities can and should expect
from public services and enable LGBT
people to challenge those services
where necessary. HRRA has been very
pleased to work with Brighton
University and other bodies in the
Equalities Forum.”
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Dr Kath Browne of Brighton University
stressed the need to come together to
support the most vulnerable amongst
us. She said HRRA’s work has
encouraged local statutory bodies to
increase their commitment to LGBT
equalities.
A new survey has been launched!
Would you like to see improvements in
the way your GP, care worker, library,
community service etc. relates to you?
The LGBT Equalities Forum needs to
know your experiences so it can
influence public service providers.
HRRA encourages all who live, work or
socialise in Hastings, Rother or East
Sussex to fill in the anonymous survey
on www.s ur veymonk ey.c om/s /
lgbthastingsandrother
Help us to help you!
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Memories of Past Times
To understand our present and imagine our future we must first
gain insight into our past (National LGBT History Month Aim)

HRRA launches our new LGBT History Project
with an exciting event on Saturday 18th
February, at Stade Hall, Hastings. This event
will celebrate LGBT History Month and
encourage LGBT people to share their
memories. We have a day of workshops,
speakers, exhibitions, recordings and film, and
an evening of live entertainment. There will be
opportunities to hear and share stories and
learn about oral history research.
As Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender
people we have frequently faced prejudice and
discrimination because of our sexuality and
coming out often requires great courage. We have
to make decisions about coming out, not once, but
over and over again throughout our lifetimes. Here
some HRRA members share their life stories.
Mary: “I didn’t come out to myself until the age
of 26 when I fell in love with my best friend, who
was straight. I didn’t tell her until I was 27, after
which she found it difficult to speak to me
although we continued sharing a flat for another 2
years. I didn’t come out to some friends and go out
to find likeminded people until I was 30, such was
the pressure to conform and fear of others’
responses. In the early 1980s in London luckily
there was a fair range of places to go, including
bars, a discussion group and social groups, but it
was still a scary experience summoning up the
courage to enter a venue for the first time, let alone
talk to anyone when inside.”
Registered Charity number : 1134091

Ambrose: “Coming out for me was a long
protracted process, I had known that I was gay,
or different for many years, but there were no
positive models to follow so I hid as a monk for
7 years. This followed with a period of hiding in
alcohol until I was effectively homeless in
Northampton, at the age of 40.....one of my high
moments then was attending an AA gay group
meeting where I was able to share and gain some
recognition around my sexuality...this was an
important time for me because I met lots of
people in the same boat and I learned how to live
life as a sober gay man and feel proud of it.
Some of the highs for me following on from this
was graduating with a 1st class honours and
being a student who was openly gay. This
enabled me to build my self worth as a gay man
and from this I have been able to consolidate my
life and am able to support and help others who
are needing relative support. I like to think that I
am now a positive example of a gay man who is
happy with his lot.”
Paul: “Being a teenage boy and realising for the
first time that you might be gay is not something
ever likely to be easy to deal with, but for me as
a teenager in the 1960's with no means at all of
seeking help or advice it was a particularly
difficult time. The personal computer and the
Internet had yet to be invented, there were
neither counsellors nor advice centres, and sex
education at my school had consisted of a teacher
reluctantly asking during a biology lesson if
there was anything that we needed to ask about
sex, looking extremely relieved when not a hand
went up, and then swiftly moving on. It wasn't
that there was nothing we wanted to know, there
was, but we were far too embarrassed to ask!
Progress is not always change for the better, but
there is no doubt that there has never been a
better time than now for anyone to consider that
their sexuality is other than heterosexual.”
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Burke shares with us memories of
Coming Out (..Or Not) Dave
being young and gay in the late 1960s.

Dave: “Making love was illegal then. I was 22
and he was only 20 (the legal age was 21 years.)
However, despite our fear of being found out, we
were officially 'boyfriends', if only to ourselves.
We were at uni together and lived in a hotel with
60 other guys on the seafront opposite the Palace
Pier in Brighton. I shared a double room so we
made love in Ken's bed. He had a room next to
the toilet on the first floor and we were soon discovered. Some drunken student mistook our door
for the toilet, pushed very hard, the lock slipped
and in barged the student. He caught us lying in
each others' arms. We were terrified and thought
the police would be around shortly. Ken was an
exchange student from America- a New York
Jew. He was much more sophisticated than I was
but also more obviously insecure. I was a seemingly tougher Geordie, fresh from Newcastle and
my Irish catholic family and very confused about
my sexuality.

We kept our relationship as secret as we could and
more or less dropped out of sight. I remember one
straight friend complaining “You don't turn up to
meetings anymore!" Then came the Stonewall
riots in 1969, which we read about with amazement
but failed to see the relevance to our lives. We
were content to struggle in our own cocoon of
sexual longings and exploration. The next year,
when Ken had returned to America and I had
retreated back into monkdom, I saw posters in the
university that a Gay Lib Society was being
founded. The first meeting was going to be on a
Tuesday evening and I stayed behind after lectures,
had a drink in the bar and walked towards the
meeting room. To my own amazement I glided past
the room as if I were on a rail track. I tried again
and the same thing happened. I was too terrified to
open that door. I realised then that there was a lot
of work I needed to do.”

Just Being Me
Julie Gilbert-King shares with us how her life
changed when she ‘came out’ in the Fire Service.
“I started working for East Sussex Fire Brigade (as it
was known then) in September 1994 as a keen 22 year
old young woman. My first posting was to Eastbourne,
where I served as a firefighter for 4 years. Over the
next few years I secured a few promotions and worked
at a number of stations including Hastings, Uckfield
and Hove. During this time I had realised that I was
gay and had fallen in love with one of the firefighters
from my course. Although she was out at work, we
chose to keep quiet about ‘us’! I came out to my
family, but did not feel comfortable at work and so
kept quiet for a number of years, although I knew
people were talking about it behind my back. Mani
and I moved in together in 1997 but I did not come
out.
In 2001 I moved to Crowborough fire station and
within the first few days, one of the firefighters asked
me if Mani and I were a couple, to which I answered
‘yes’ and from that moment on, my life changed. It
sounds a bit drastic to say that my life changed, but for
so long I was not able to be myself at work, and then
suddenly I discovered that I could be open and I could
just be me.
Registered Charity number : 1134091

Julie and Mani with their children
Being out at work and at home, whilst has not always
been easy, has opened up a number of other doors for
us. In 2005 Mani and I had our Civil Partnership on
Christmas Eve which we enjoyed with family and
friends. Soon after we expressed an interest in
adoption and in February 2008, our family became
complete when we adopted Scott (3) and Bethany (2).
Could life get any better?”
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H A S T I NG S & R O TH E R
R A I N B O W A L L I A NC E
Address
HRRA c/o Ore Community Centre
Ore Centre
455 Old London Road.
Hastings, TN35 5BH
Email: info@hrra.org.uk
Telephone: 07505 819344
Website: www.hrra.org.uk

HRRA CLUB NEWS
Walking Club

Trustees
Trustees are elected by you, the HRRA members, at the Annual
General Meeting (AGM). Current Trustees/Officers were
elected at the last AGM on 7th October 2011:
Dave Burke

Acting Chair

Mary Benton

Secretary

Ben Sallows

Treasurer

Barbara Martin

Publicity/Communications

Abigail Luthmann

Ambrose O’Boyle

Julia Parsons

Les Tostevin

Nadine West

Paul Broadhurst

Not a member yet? Do you want to join HRRA?
It is free to join! Download a membership form from our
website or email info@hrra.org.uk or write to us c/o Ore
Community Centre, or telephone us on 07505 819344

Hate crime reporting

“Rambling round Camber Castle. Relaxed
way to meet old friends and new!”
We walk four or five miles on the 3rd Sunday
morning of each month, and finish up at a pub
for lunch . All LGBT people welcome.
Contact Helen or Peggy: 01424 440928
email: helen.barbara@btinternet.com
Lunch and Supper Club

“A great night out! A quiz, a chance to
dress up and have a dance and a good
laugh. What more could you want!”
We set off the festive season in early
December with a Christmas bash at Ore
Community Centre. We enjoyed Caribbean
Curry, making a nice change from turkey, and
were kept busy with an excellent quiz by
Quizmaster Donald Yule.
We welcome suggestions for venues so
please email Julia: supperclub@hrra.org.uk
Registered Charity number : 1134091

Have you been the victim of a hate crime?
If so, report it! Hate crime is any incident which may or
not constitute a criminal offence, but which you believe
to be motivated by prejudice or hate because of your
sexual orientation or gender identity.
Contact numbers for reporting: HRRA 07505 819344
or Gay Helpline 07941 014013.
Please let HRRA know about your past or present
experiences of reporting a hate crime.

Regular events
HRRA Women’s Book Group in Hastings. We meet on the
first Tuesday of the month. We read and discuss books chosen
by members from the whole range of lesbian literature – novels,
thrillers, romance, biography, history etc. New members
welcome. Contact Barbara:01424 440928
email: martinbarbara@btinternet.com
Ladies Afternoon Tea/Coffee 1st Thursday of every month
3pm - 5pm. Cafe at De La Warr Pavilion, Bexhill. Come along for
some fantastic sea views & good company. Look out for a likely
looking group of 15 to 25 women…. usually found seated in the
2nd/furthest part of the cafe. Email Jane:
meerkat53@hotmail.co.uk.
Every Sunday - Hastings & Rother Gay & Lesbian Social
Group meet from 1pm at the Azur Bistro, Marina, St. Leonards
on Sea (downstairs, sea level entrance). Snacks are available,
and from 12pm a roast meal can be purchased for £5-95.

Keep up to date with all local LGBT events: Register for the
weekly “What’s On” email by contacting Pam,
email:hastingsrainbow@btinternet.com
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