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Flying the rainbow flag against
hate crime on IDAHOBIT Day
On May 17th both
Hastings and
Rother Councils
again flew the
rainbow flag over
their Town Halls
to raise
awareness for
IDAHOBIT. This
is the
International Day
Against
Homophobia,
Biphobia and
Transphobia.

On International Day Against Homophobia, Biphobia and
Transphobia events are held around the world calling for
respect for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender
people.
This year Hastings and Rother Rainbow Alliance held a stall
outside Rother Town Hall. Councillor Joy Hughes, the then
chair of the council, launched the event, declaring the council’s
support and that she was happy to be waving her rainbow flag.
HRRA members gave out rainbow ribbons and information.
IDAHOBIT Day started as the National Day Against
Homophobia in Quebec in 2003. May 17 th was chosen
because the date is the anniversary of the World Health
Organisation’s decision in 1990 to remove homosexuality from
its list of mental disorders. Transphobia was added to
homophobia in 2011.
HRRA used the day to launch our new leaflets “HRRA say no
to homophobic and transgender hate crime”, sponsored by the
Rother Safer Partnership. Visitors to the Town Hall and people
passing by in the street received copies of the leaflet to read.
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Councillor Joy Hughes and HRRA
members outside Rother Town Hall

The response was generally very
positive, with many people
stopping to ask questions or
peruse the leaflets. One woman
said, “Isn’t it silly that people hate
you because of your sexuality!”
Rother Council staff were also all
very aware of the day, and
supportive.
When HRRA holds stalls, people
often ask “Surely there is no
prejudice against LGBT people
nowadays?” Sadly, there is still a
lot of prejudice, hate crime and
discrimination, in Britain and
abroad. We need to raise
awareness
and
encourage
people to report hate crime. Join
us in saying no to homophobic
and transphobic hate crime. See
page 2 inside for details.
Patron - Graham Norton

ISSU E 9

PAGE 2

Say No to homophobic and transgender hate crime!
HRRA has launched a
new leaflet “Say No to
Homophobic and
Transgender Hate
Crime”
The aim of the leaflet is
to raise awareness of
hate crime and
encourage LGBT people
to report it.

What is homophobic/transgender hate
crime?
It is an offence which is perceived by the
victim or any other person to be motivated by
hostility or prejudice based on a person’s
sexual orientation or gender identity. Hate
crime can be physical violence and assault,
verbal abuse, obscene phone calls or texts,
offensive mail, email or graffiti. It can be
damage to property, arson, dumping rubbish,
or offensive substances posted through
letterboxes.
The leaflet was funded by the Rother Safer
Partnership, and we are working closely with
the police, who have displayed the leaflets in
all their police stations, and are distributing
them at community events.
Recent surveys show that as many as one in
five LGBT people have experienced a hate
crime in the last three years. Often these
incidents occur repeatedly and around
people’s homes and workplaces.
Many of those who experience homophobic
and transphobic hate crimes and incidents still
don’t report them to the police because they
are unsure of the reception they will get or
think there is no point. There is a point. LGBT
people should be safe to live our lives without
attack or abuse.
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James Scott, Police Inspector Rother
District: “Hate crime is a crime motivated by
prejudice against a group of people. Hate
crime can be motivated by prejudice against
a person's race, sexual orientation, religion
or disability. It is something nobody should
have to live with and a crime Sussex Police
take
incredibly
seriously,
investigate
rigorously when reported, and do all we can
to support victims.
There are many ways to report hate crime
including calling police on 101, (999 in an
emergency),
reporting
online
at
www.sussex.police.uk or visiting your local
police station. Local Councils can also take
reports of hate crime, as do organisations
such as Stop Hate Crime (www.reportit.org.uk) and Crimestoppers (0800 555
111).
However, hate crimes can be frightening and
often confusing for victims so we understand
it can be difficult to talk about or report,
that’s why there are organisations that can
help support victims of hate crime. Victim
Support, a national charity giving free
confidential help to victims of crime, can help
victims come to terms with an incident of
hate crime, they will not pressure you to
report incidents but can support victims and
their families through the justice system. You
can contact them on 0845 30 30 900. You
can also contact HRRA for help and
information.”
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What are you doing on Sundays? Some ideas...
Lunch at the Azur in relaxed
LGBT company
An LGBT group meets every Sunday at the Azur
restaurant on the seafront in St Leonards at 1pm.
Tables are reserved in the restaurant (sometimes
upstairs and sometimes downstairs) under the
name of the Rainbow Alliance – just ask at the
bar. A carvery or nut roast is available at a
specifically negotiated rate of £6.95, which is
cheaper than the normal rate, or you can just
have tea, coffee, drinks or order from the menu.
All LGBT are very welcome. Come and chill out
with friendly LGBT people. For more info e-mail
info@hrra.org.uk, attention Les.

Enjoy a walk and pub lunch
with HRRA Walking Group

Lunch at The Azur.

We walk about three or four miles on the 3rd
Sunday morning of each month, and finish up at a
pub for lunch. All LGBT welcome.
Contact
Barbara@hrra.org.uk for details.
Walking Group member Sloan writes “What do
members of the HRRA Walking Group like best
about the outings? Is it the exercise? The friendly
social interaction? The opportunity to explore and/
or revisit interesting spots around the area? Likely
the lure lies in a combination of all three!

Sea air at Rye Harbour.

Recent months have seen the intrepid Rainbow
walkers bask in sunshine at Camber Sands and
Dungeness and Rye Harbour, although they
battled rain and wind at Seven Sisters. The turnout
-- a dozen or more each time -- appears steady
despite the fierce winter and wet spring. Only once
have storms forced cancellation! Come and join
us!”

Play Bridge with HRRA Bridge Group
Bridge is an interesting and challenging card
game, and it’s also a good way to socialise.
HRRA member, Sloan, has set up the Rainbow
Aces group which has started meeting in East
Sussex to learn and play in an LGBT setting.
Sessions generally take place at 3:15 pm on
Sundays at the St Leonard’s pub on London
Road in St Leonards, next to the Post office. For
more information, please email info@hrra.org.uk
and your details will be passed on to Sloan.
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Exploring Dungeness
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H A S T I NG S & R O TH E R
R A I N B O W A L L I A NC E
Address
HRRA c/o Ore Community Centre
Ore Centre
455 Old London Road.
Hastings, TN35 5BH
Email: info@hrra.org.uk
Telephone: 07505 819344
Website: www.hrra.org.uk

‘LGBT friendly’
stickers

Trustees
Trustees are elected by you, the HRRA members, at the Annual
General Meeting (AGM). Current Trustees/Officers were
elected at the last AGM on 9th November 2012:
Dave Burke and Julie Eason Co - Chairs
Mary Benton

Secretary

Ben Sallows

Treasurer

Barbara Martin

Publicity/Communications

Abigail Luthmann
Nadine West
Gary Rolfe

Not a member yet? Do you want to join HRRA?
It is free to join! Download a membership form from our
website or email info@hrra.org.uk or write to us c/o Ore
Community Centre, or telephone us on 07505 819344

HRRA have launched our ‘We are LGBT
friendly’ stickers which have started
appearing in local businesses and
establishments. This is a new HRRA
initiative to identify LGBT friendly places
for our members to use. In order to
display this sticker proprietors are
required to sign a declaration that they
support the equalities aims of HRRA and
ensure there is no abuse of LGBT people
within their establishment. We are keen
to hear experiences of our members and
supporters in these establishments.
Please let us know if you have good
experiences or have any problems in
local shops, restaurants etc. Email your
comments to info@hrra.org.uk
New bereavement support group
Group starting for lesbians who are
bereaved or have been in the past.
For details email: nadine.west@virgin.net

DO YOU WANT TO START A NEW
HRRA GROUP?
New ideas always welcome. Get in
touch with us if you would like to
start
a
new
activity.
Email
info@hrra.org.uk
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Regular events
HRRA Trans Group. We meet on last Friday of each month
in Hastings. Please contact hrrat@hrra.org.uk to find out
more about the group from the organizers, telephone 07505
819344, or have a look at the group’s webpage:http://
www.hrra.org.uk/hrrat.html
HRRA Lunch and Supper Club. Sociable meals in local
restaurants. Contact: supperclub@hrra.org.uk for details.
HRRA Women’s Book Group in Hastings. We meet on the
first Tuesday of the month. We read and discuss books
chosen by members from the whole range of lesbian
literature – novels, thrillers, romance, biography, history etc.
New members welcome. Contact Barbara:01424 440928
email: martinbarbara@btinternet.com
Ladies Afternoon Tea/Coffee 1st Thursday of every month
3pm - 5pm. Cafe at De La Warr Pavilion, Bexhill. Come along
for some fantastic sea views & good company. Look out for a
likely looking group of 15 to 25 women…. usually found
seated in the 2nd/furthest part of the cafe.
Every Sunday - Local LGBT people meet from 1pm at the
Azur Bistro, Marina, St. Leonards on Sea (downstairs, sea
level entrance). Snacks are available, and from 12pm a roast
meal can be purchased for £5-95. Open to all LGBT.
HRRA Walking Club. We walk about three or four miles on
the 3rd Sunday morning of each month, and finish up at a
pub for lunch. All LGBT welcome. Contact
Barbara@hrra.org.uk for details.

Keep up to date with all local LGBT events
Register for the free weekly “What’s On” email by
contacting Pam. email:hastingsrainbow@btinternet.com
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