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Celebrating Hastings Pride

Rainbow Alliance float at Hastings Pride

After a rousing launch party the year
before, Hastings Pride celebrated a full
week of events and activities,
culminating in its first full festival and
parade on August 27th 2017 - a glorious
Bank Holiday Sunday - and the Rainbow
Alliance was there in full force!
It was great to see so many people
enjoying the day and being able to
celebrate together in an atmosphere that
was uplifting and welcoming. One of
Hastings Pride's principles is for each
annual event to remain true to the spirit
of past Prides in the UK – free to attend,
focused on the local area, and with an
emphasis on reflecting LGBT+ history as
well as highlighting the present-day
struggles here and all around the world.
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A dedicated group of people from RA
committee and membership joined
volunteers from families and friends to
decorate a float with a dazzling display of
rainbow flags and a stunning Emerald City
backdrop to our chosen theme of The
Wizard of Oz. Not only is this a classic
choice within LGBT+ society but it also
reflects the name of our new Facebook
group: “Under the Rainbow”. We also had a
wonderfully colourful stall and our volunteers
were on hand to meet and greet and
welcome many new members.
Rainbow Alliance is immensely proud to
have been a part of the celebrations for
2017 and we look forward to continuing that
connection with the plans for this year. If you
would like to be involved in activities for
Hastings Pride 2018, please contact us at
info@hrra.org.uk
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Trans Support Group
In addition, some people meet up socially
one to one and in small groups outside of
the meetings
Anyone who is trans to some degree or
exploring their gender identity is very
welcome to come along to our friendly and
informal meetings but please contact us first
(details below). We recognise that once a
month may not provide sufficient support
and so we also run a closed Facebook
Group to give more continuing support.

The Rainbow Alliance Trans Support Group
meets at 7 p.m. on the last Wednesday of
every month. The group offers a safe and
confidential space for people to chat over a
cuppa in an informal atmosphere. There is
also an additional meeting space available for
people to talk one to one or in smaller
groups.
Throughout 2017 we welcomed many new
people to the meetings, ranging from people
coming out for the first time to others who
transitioned many years ago. There is no
hierarchy in the group and we all support
each other - each person's individual
experience is valued and respected. It's a two
way process and we can all learn from each
other.

Oral History Event
Rainbow Alliance’s Oral History Project is
being relaunched at 2pm on 31st March at the
Manor Barn, Bexhill, sponsored by Rother
Voluntary Action and Herrington’s Solicitors.
We are very pleased to have acclaimed
lesbian comedienne, singer and writer Clare
Summerskill doing a presentation of her
Gateway to Heaven lesbian and gay Oral
history talk. Participants can also hear more
about Rainbow Alliance’s own LGBT Oral
History project, and other Rainbow Alliance
activities. There will be a licenced bar and
free tea and cakes. For more information
contact: mary@hrra.org.uk
Registered Charity number : 1134091

Although the group is a peer support group
rather than a transactivist group, it is proactive in relation to trans issues involving
NHS, local government and the police.
Email the organisers (Gary, Paris and
Chrissy) to find out more, or to meet for a
chat.
hrrat@www.hrra.org.uk
www.hrra.org.uk/trans/trans-group
Find us on Twitter: @HRRA_T

Healthy Living Club
The Healthy Living Club, run by AgeUk and
supported by RA, meets fortnightly on
Thursdays 10am to 12. We have a new
venue which is smart and comfortable. The
Robsack Centre, 10, Bodiam Drive, St
Leonards, TN38 9TW. Please do come
along and spend some time with this lovely
group. New members very welcome.
Activities are chosen by the group and
include chair yoga and pilates, Tai Chi/Qi
Gong, Boccia, bowls, new age kurling,
walking football, basketball, rounders and
tennis.
All over 50's from the LGBT community are
welcome and entry fee is just £1 to cover
refreshments. For further information or help
with transport contact Sally at
sally.taylor@ageukeastsussex.org.uk or
phone 07739 082538.
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Rainbow Alliance Committee news
RA held our AGM in November. Attendees
elected the new Committee, heard updates
from social groups organised by our members,
and heard about future plans. The meeting
was opened by the Mayor of Hastings,
Councillor Judy Rogers, and concluded with a
poetry reading by Alice Denny.
Profile of Nadine West , Co-Chair of RA

“I was born in London but spent my formative
AGM in full swing

RA are paying tribute to one of their
founding fathers, Les Tostevin, who stepped
down from being a Trustee at the recent
AGM. Les has worked for LGBT equality for
many years, and he helped to set up HRRA
with his late partner Ambrose in 2003. Les
went on to become a member of the
committee and has been Chair or Co-Chair
for many years. Apart from serving on many
committees, working on the constitution and
helping HRRA achieve its charitable status,
Les has been instrumental in HRRA getting
funding for very successful events such as
an Equalities Day with Peter Tatchell and an
event called ‘Out and Proud – from Closet
to Community’. Trustee Jackie Langley said
“Our local LGBT community has a great
deal to thank Les for – he has worked
tirelessly for us all. Although things are so
much better than they were in 2003, there is
still a long way to go and Les will continue
to support the Rainbow Alliance, albeit in a
more low key role, in the future.”

Founder member Les Tostevin
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years in Belgium, therefore my first language
is French. I arrived in England at the tender
age of 10 hating it! Following a brief marriage
and subsequent children I found out that there
was a much more interesting life awaiting me.
I lived and worked in London until moving with
my partner Sheila to Hastings in 2004. I
became a member of the HRRA committee
shortly afterwards and have remained
involved both as a member and then as a CoChair with Les Tostevin.
Sheila passed away in 2012 very suddenly
and I found that all the members and trustees
were supportive, helpful and some became
close friends. Because there was no Lesbian
bereavement support available in Hastings I
decided to launch a support group to offer
such help if needed. Through this group I met
my current partner Karen who equally had lost
her partner in very similar circumstances.
My professional career has been as a Social
Worker and I continue to work as an
Independent Social Worker and a Practice
Educator of students undertaking either BA or
MA’s in Social Work. I attend many interesting
meetings representing Rainbow Alliance. I am
now Co-Chair with Karen my partner. We have
lively debates regarding issues for discussion/
decision/plans around the forum of our
meetings, so there is never a conflict of
interest that arises! A democratic decision is
always the outcome involving all the Trustees.
I conclude by acknowledging the stalwart work
that Les and Ambrose did for many years.
Personally I shall miss Les a great deal at
meetings, his dry humour, steady reflective
strategic thinking and his vast knowledge and
experience. I learnt a lot from him and hope
that I shall do my best not let down his
legacy.”
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HRRA c/o Ore Community Centre
Ore Centre
455 Old London Road.

Hastings, TN35 5BH
Email: info@hrra.org.uk
Telephone: 07593 444677
Website: www.hrra.org.uk

New logo and rebranding

Trustees
Trustees are elected by you, the HRRA members, at the Annual
General Meeting (AGM). Current Trustees/Officers were
elected at the last AGM November 2017.
Nadine West and Karen Clarke Co - Chairs
Mary Benton

Secretary

Ben Sallows

Treasurer

Tony Morvay Mark Barwell Chrissy Brand Rich Ellett
Jackie Langley

Paris Nolan

Jane Donnelly

Not a member yet? Do you want to join HRRA?
It is free to join! Download a membership form
from our website or email info@hrra.org.uk
Community Centre, or telephone us on 07593
444677

Regular events
We have launched a new logo and
rebranding. We hope that you are as
pleased with the results as we are. The
new design reflects our belief that the
Rainbow Alliance is evolving while
remaining committed to our core
principles.
The pink triangle is central, reflecting its
historical significance to the LGBT+
community but also turning the point
upwards to signify a reclaiming of our
power over the attitudes and persecutions
of the past. This also forms part of a
rainbow-coloured “A”, a direct reference to
the name of Rainbow Alliance. The hands
that form the cross-piece are symbolic of
reaching out to others, joining in solidarity
and mutual respect. The blue waves that
extend from the hands represent our
location by the sea.
The re-branding has been disseminated
across social media and printed material
as well as featuring on a new wave of
publicity items such as t-shirts, stickers,
and two new banners advertising the
Rainbow Alliance, all of which made their
début at Hastings Pride 2017.

Keep up to date with all
local LGBT events
Register for the free weekly “What’s
On” email by contacting Tony.
email: tonymorvay2010@hotmail.co.uk
Registered Charity number : 1134091

HRRA Trans Group. We meet on last Wednesday of each
month in Hastings. Please contact hrrat@hrra.org.uk to find
out more about the group from the organizers, telephone
07593 444677, or have a look at the group’s webpage:http://
www.hrra.org.uk/trans/
HRRA Lunch and Supper Club. Sociable meals in local
restaurants. Contact: supperclub@hrra.org.uk for details.
Womens Afternoon Tea/Coffee 1st Thursday of every
month 3pm - 5pm. Cafe at De La Warr Pavilion, Bexhill.
Come along for some fantastic sea views & good company.
Look out for a likely looking group of 6 to 20 women….
usually found seated in the 2nd/furthest part of the cafe.
Every Sunday - Local LGBT people meet from 1pm at the
Azur Bistro, Marina, St. Leonards on Sea (Road level
entrance, ask at the Bar by entrance for Rainbow Alliance
group.) Snacks are available, and from 12pm a roast meal
can be purchased for £6.95. Open to all LGBT.
HRRA Walking Club. We walk three to four miles on the
3rd Sunday morning of each month, and finish up at a pub for
lunch. All LGBT welcome. Contact Barbara@hrra.org.uk for
details.
Rainbow Aces Bridge Club meets once a month on
Sunday afternoon from 2.30pm. Contact info@hrra.org.uk for
details.
HRRA Lesbian Book Group in Hastings. We meet on the
first Tuesday of the month. We read and discuss books
chosen by members from the whole range of lesbian
literature . New members welcome. Contact
Barbara@hrra.org.uk
HRRA Rainbow Book Group meets every six weeks to
discuss a book proposed by its members. The group has a
focus on books by gay authors or with a gay men’s theme; it
complements the lesbian book group, and is open to all
members of HRRA. Contact Michael, email
michael.moor@btinternet.com
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